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Dear Parent/Guardian,  
  
We would like to let you know about an important change to Free School Meals (FSM).

The government is expanding the eligibility criteria, meaning more children will qualify. Schools will also receive additional funding to support this.

This change will take effect from September 2026, so we encourage families to apply now in preparation for the new academic year.

Under the new criteria in England, all children in households receiving Universal Credit will be eligible. Please note that families still need to apply to receive this support, it is not an automatic entitlement.

Although all children at CSS are currently offered a free meal, this relies on the funding we receive. 
In order to ensure we as a school receive the correct funding, if you are eligible, please ensure you apply. We are happy to support you with this.
By applying, you will also ensure you do not miss out on any future support, such as FSM vouchers offered by the council.

In addition, if your child moves to a mainstream school, their FSM eligibility will continue.

Your eligibility will be verified by Essex County Council on an annual basis as family circumstances can change.  


What you need to do

If you think you may be eligible, please apply using one of the following methods:

· Online: www.essex.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals

· Telephone: 0345 603 2200 (Education Transport and Awards, Essex County Council)


Kind regards, 


Children’s Support Service




Children’s Support Service  
Wickford Alternative Provision, Alderney Gardens, Wickford, SS11 7JZ
Telephone 01268 552482    Email office.admin@css-essex.co.uk Website www.css-essex.co.uk
Fairview Alternative Provision, Fairview Road, Basildon, Essex, SS14 1PW
Telephone 01268 542367    Email office.admin@css-essex.co.uk      Website www.css-essex.co.uk
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